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Amendments to the Laws of the Game - 2008

Dear Sir or Madam,

The 122" Annual General Meeting of the International Football Association Board (IFAB) took place in
Scotland on 8 March 2008. The amendments to the Laws of the Game approved at this meeting and
the various instructions and directives issued are listed below.

Amendments to the Laws of the Game and Decisions of the Board
General revision

While the modification of Law 2 indicated below is the only amendment in the substance of the Laws
of the Game this year, the overall wording and structure has been reviewed and revised in order to
consolidate and reorganise the content for the sake of consistency, simplification and clarification. As
part of this process, some of the Decisions of the International Football Association Board from the
2007/2008 edition of the Laws of the Game have now been either incorporated in the Law to which
they were previously appended or otherwise added to the section previously known as Additional
Instructions and Guidelines for Referees. For the 2008/2009 edition of the Laws of the Game, this
section has been renamed “Interpretation of the Laws of the Game and Guidelines for Referees” The
reason for this change is to underline that, while the content of this section is intended to
complement the Laws of the Game themselves, its application is indeed a compulsory requirement.

In addition, certain principles that were implicitly understood throughout the game but did not
explicitly feature in the Laws of the Game have been added to the new edition for completeness, for
example, Law 4 now expressly states that “The two teams must wear colours that distinguish them
from each other and also the referee and the assistant referees”.

Law 1 - The Field of Play

At a special meeting of the IFAB on 8 May 2008, it was ruled that the decision passed at the Annual
General Meeting on 8 March to standardise the dimensions of the field of play for “A” international
matches would not be implemented until the IFAB had reviewed the matter at next year's 123"
Annual General Meeting in Northern Ireland.
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